Exactly at this time, two years ago, wee met here at the Gallery ,,Michalsky dvor* where we were opening within
the BIB 2003, as one of the accompanying exhibitions, the exposition of art work of Andrej Augustin entitled
“Paranie peknucka”. When selecting his works, I visited Andrej at home, and Mrs Bozena, his mother prepared
for us lemonade for refreshment. That was my first and at the same time the last contact with that nice lady.

Two years after we are again meeting here at similar occasion, at the opening of the 20" anniversary of the
Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava at the presentation of art work of Andrej and Martin’s mother, Bozena
Augustinova. However, since then much has changed, everything is different.

,Fabulous dream of Bozena Augustinova“

I would like to welcome here the International Jury of the BIB 2005 composed of 14 members from different
countries and to thank them for coming here this evening.

Anyway, the true reason for meeting here this evening is not only the tradition of the BIB, but first of all a sad
and nostalgic event. At the beginning of this year Mrs BoZena suddenly and unexpectedly departed this life. She
left here her family, memories, poetic art work, but also the spirit of harmony, peace and respect for art and life.

It is an honour for me to be addressed by Andrej and asked to open this exhibition, and I undertook its
preparation and arrangements with great respect. What is so uplifting and appealing for me in the Augustins art
work in this bustling, stressful and commercialized world — it is their permanent leaning on the wave of
humanity, their tremendous faith in life and its beauties, the angle of which they perceive it. With love,
enthusiasm, colourfulness and natural human warmth.

Mrs. Bozena Augustinova was engaged in the creation of free and applied graphic art, painting, illustration,
tapestry and monumental art. She was a member of the Association of the Slovak Visual Artists, Slovak Union
of Visual Arts — the club of graphic artists, the Club of Tapestry Artex, and since 1996 a founder of the AS
Foundation Children’s Hope providing support to oncologic child patients. At this exhibition we present mainly
her illustration work and we included also a part of the collection of tapestries from her wide-spectrum art work.

She was born on 17 January 1939 in Topolna, District Uherské Hradisté. She studied at Arts and Crafts School in
Uherské Hradisté at the atelier of graphics led by Prof. J. Kofinek. She won many awards for her work and her
art work is represented in many collections of domestic galleries and galleries abroad, and she had many
presentations of exhibitions in Slovakia and also abroad. She died on 29 January 2005 in Bratislava.

The author’s illustrations are mostly figural; zoomorphic figures have their own characters, life and their own
little world. They are expressively coloured, which gives them playful, joyful, optimistic expression /Toys/. On
the one hand, she applies flatness of the styled scene, and on the other hand, the figures have their volume and
predominate over less important horizon and surroundings /Folding picture books/. The figure is in the centre of
the course of events and it usually has abstracted decorative character. She applies geometry, ornament, inspired
by the structure of lace /The mirror, The myths/. This is contrasted with fine structure of the techniques of fine
arts used, the animals are made “civilized” by funny clothes /The shelf and its little shelves - Policka a jej
policka/. There are also more dynamic elements reflected in illustrations, everything in the picture is slightly
moving and shimmering, visually rippling, which has been reached by soft hatching by a paint brush and by
combining colours /Pikulik a Chlpco/. In her art work black-and-white illustrations for adults can be also found
/Poems after hugs - VerSe po objati/.

While in illustrations she reveals a wider scope of her understanding of illustration, in tapestries she concentrates
on figural compositions. The protagonist is predominantly a woman — elegant, tender, diaphanous, bringing
always a different but the same message and sense. It is a message of beauty, love, harmony and nostalgia.
Along with expressive contrasting colourfulness, which attracts attention, she underlines the figure, usually of
decorative character but also spiritual dimension. The expression of figures includes the features of experiential
level, sadness, secrecy with paramount preservation of aesthetic canon and fanciful essence of the scene. Such
intentional surrealistic touches and tenderness demonstrated on subtle styled hands of ladies which are always
clear and perceivable go hand in hand with the combination of zoomorphic elements — substitution of a woman’s
head by a bird’s head. Everything is magic and mysterious, almost exquisitely staged, with mellow contrasting
colours and, at the same time, incredibly peaceful and tranquil. The collection of women, mimes, dreams /The
mime with a rose - Mim s ruzou, Sad Harlequin - Smutny Harlekyn, White dreams - Biele sny, A rose for
Chantall - Ruza pre Chantall, Meditation - Zamyslenie, The gate to Paradise - Brana do raja/ is, in a sense, even
irritating and provoking harmony. Although a figure is dominant, there is a set of details in each plane
adequately decorating and complementing the scene.



Mrs. Bozena Augustinova left for us her womanlike diaphanous and poetically harmonious art work. However,
she left here first of all a signal, a silent challenge, memento to accept her, understand and sense not only her
creative side, but her human viewpoint. By silently departing this life she foreshadowed the ephemerality of our
earthly existence, she inspired us to be able to stop for a while and sense one another as we are here just for a
while. We believe that at this moment she is with us and can feel our tranquil, even though fragmentary
meditation over the human spirit.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am not going to further interfere by my speech with Muses and messages from other
dimensions. Let me express my gratitude to the sons of Mrs. Bozhka — Andrej and Martin — that through this
exhibition they offered us again a POSSIBILITY to SENSE the life. Let’s try to immerse in its sense and
substance, even if we are often unable to reliably define them, anyway at least this evening. Let’s try to listen to
eloquent tranquillity.

Mgr. Barbara Brathova
Curator of the Exhibition
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Otvorenie - text

Presne o tomto Case , pred dvomi rokmi sme sa stretli v Galérii Michalsky dvor, kde sme
v ramci BIB 2003 otvarali ako jednu z jeho sprievodnych vystav expoziciu tvorby Andreja
Augustina pod ndzvom Péranie peknucka. Pri vybere jeho diel som Andreja navstivila doma
a pani BoZena , jeho mama, ndm starostlivo pripravila malinovku na osvieZenie. To bol mdj
prvy a zarovein posledny dotyk s touto prijemnou damou. Po dvoch rokoch sa tu pri podobnej
prilezitosti otvorenia 20. ro¢nika Biendle ilustracii Bratislava 2005 stretdvame opét’ pri
prezentacii tvorby Andrejovej a Martinove] mamy Bozeny Augustinovej. AvSak, vela sa
odvtedy zmenilo , vSetko je inak.

Dovolim si privitat’ medzi nami medzinarodnt porotu BIB 2005, ktord pozostava zo 14-tich
¢lenov z r6znych krajin a pod’akovat’ sa im, ze dnes vecer prisli.
Akokol'vek, prvotny doévod preco sme sa tu dnes podvecer zisli nie je len tradicia BIB, ale
predovSetkym smutna a nostalgicka udalost’ . Na zaciatku tohto roku nas pani Bozena ndhle
a neCakane opustila. Nechala tu po sebe svoju rodinu, spomienky, poetickli vytvarnt tvorbu,
ale aj ducha harmoénie, pokoja a pokory pred umenim a zivotom.

Je pre mna Cest’, Ze ma Andrej oslovil a poziadal o otvorenie tejto vystavy a rovnako som k jej
priprave pristupovala s nesmiernou tictou . Co ma nadchyna a oslovuje vieobecne na tvorbe
Augustinovcov vtomto upondhlanom, stresovom a skomercionalizovanom svete je ich
neustale spocivanie na vine l'udskosti, ich Gzasna viera v zivot a jeho krasy, uhol pohladu,
akym ho vnimaju. S laskou, nadSenim, farebnostou a prirodzenym c¢lovecenskym teplom.

Pani BoZena Augustinovd sa zaoberala tvorbou volnej auzitkovej grafiky, malbou,
ilustraciou, tapisériou a monumentalnou tvorbou. Bola c¢lenkou Zvédzu slovenskych
vytvarnych umelcov, Slovenskej vytvarnej tnie — spolku grafikov, Klubu umelecke;j tapisérie
Artex a od roku 1996 zakladatel'kou AS nadacie detska nadej zaoberajucou sa pomocou
detskym pacientom s onkologickym ochorenim. Na dneSnej vystave prezentujeme v prvom
rade jej tvorbu ilustranu a zaradili sme aj Cast’ kolekcie tapisérii z jej Sirokého umeleckého
zaberu.

O jej tvorbe som pripravila informaény sumar, ktory je Vam v pisomnej forme k dispozicii,
v pripade zaujmu si ho mozete vziat’ pri vstupe do galérie . Nechcem dnes vynimocne
kunsthistoricky hodnotit” tvorbu autorky , chcem sa skor pozastavit’ Cisto priatel’sky a 'udsky
nad pocitmi a myslienkami.

Pani BoZena Augustinova zanechala pre nas svoje Zensky éterické a poeticky harmonické
umelecké dielo. Zanechala tu vSak predovSetkym signal , tichu vyzvu, memento o tom, aby
sme sa nielen tvorivo, ale l'udsky akceptovali, chdpali acitili. Svojim tichym odchodom
predznacila efemérnost’ ndsho pozemského bytia , vnukla nam, aby sme sa dokézali zastavit’
a uvedomit’ si jeden druhého, pretoze sme tu iba na chvil'u. Verime, ze aj v tomto momente je
spolu s nami a vnima naSe tiché, aj ked’ mozno fragmentdlne pozastavenie sa nad duchom
cloveka.

Déamy a pani, nebudem svojim verbalnym vstupom d’alej ruSit muzy aodkazy z inej
dimenzie. Dovol'te, aby som sa pod’akovala synom pani Bozky - Andrejovi a Martinovi- , Ze
nam prostrednictvom tejto vystavy opiat pontkli moznost ako citit' zivot. Poklisme sa
ponorit’ do jeho vyznamu a podstaty, aj ked’ ich Casto nedokaZzeme zodpovedne a spolahlivo
definovat’, aspon dneSny podvecer. Pokiisme sa nactuvat’ velavravnému tichu.



