EUDOVIT FULLA

Ludovit Fulla was born on February 27, 1902 in RuZomberok. He studied at the school of
industrial arts under the leading of Prof FrantiSek Kysela. During years 1948 — 1950 he
leaded the section of monumental painting at the University of Fine Arts in Bratislava. He
was one of the founders and professor at the high school of Industrial Arts. Inspiring platform
of L. Fulla was oriented to the national lore. His illustrations are commensalisms of original
art viewing, clear simplici ingl of art recall based on the search conception and
modern arl interpretation nf literature work. There is reflected the tradition, folk dine
literature, sympathy to the poems and songs in his illustrations. National artist L. Fulla had
awards for the excellent work; he is double winner of state award, winner of Frano Kral's
award and winner of the honourable diploma of H. Ch. Andersen. The author is considered to
be a classic of the Slovak fairy-tales illustration. His illustrations have two important aspects —
they are presented by the cycle of coloured compositions and cycle of pen-drawings on the
neutral ocherous size. While the pen-drawings are characterized by internal dynamics,
fragility and at the same time by conventionalisation of figures into the grotesque level,
techni-coloured illustrations are characterized by flatness of picture and stiff static. These
make the feelings of cut-out of the theatre scene, so called “eyelet” and indeed are framed by
curtain or are ornate by the “floral decoration” mostly from roses. These tendencies were
visible already in L. Fulla's paintings. Later appeared also in illustrations. There he achieves
certain kind of negligence, he miss dependency from reality and approach to the decorative
effect. The originality of his illustrations is in the final shape in commensalisms of verbal,
creative and musical impulses, inherent in the lore. National artist Ludovit Fulla died on April
24, 1980 in Bratislava.

Selection from creation: J. Bodenek: Ivo's white mother /1951, B. Némcova: Salt rarer then
gold /1952/, P. Dobiinsky: Slovak fairy-tales 1 11953/, M. Razusova-Martakovd: Golden
horseshoe, golden pen, golden hair /19547, M. Razusovd-Martakova: Joyful sitting /1956/,
Johnny Pea and other stories /19577, Johnny Pea /1963/, P. Dobginsky: Three-rose /1963,
expanded edition 1973/, P. Dobsinsky: About the wind king /1965/, Little mouse cooked pap
/19654, P. Dobsinsky: Slovak fairy-tales IT /1970/, Moments /19724, . Fulla: To the children
974/

From the book Slovak fairy-tales, Golden spin-girl: If you guess my name I don’t want you
but if you don’t guess, I take you.

Barbara Brathova
Scholar of Fine Art



LUDOVIT FULLA

L'udovit Fulla sa narodil 27. 2. 1902 v RuZomberku. Studoval na Umeleckopriemyslove]
skole v Prahe u prof. Frantigka Kyselu, V rokoch 1948 - 1950 viedol oddelenie
monumentalnej malby na Viysokej skole vytvarnych umeni v Bratislave. Bol
spoluzakladatelom a profesarom bratislavskej Strednej skoly umeleckeho priemysiu.
Inspirativna platforma L. Fullu bola arientovana na ludovd narodnd tradiciu. Jeho ilustracie
su symbi6zou originélneho vytvarného nahladu, prehladnou jednoduchostou , ojedinelostou
vytvarnej vypovede postavenej na objavnej koncepcii a modernou vytvarnou interpretéciou
literarneho diela. V jeho ilustrécidch sa odréaza tradicia, ludova slovesnost, naklonnost' k
basni a piesni. Narodny umelec L. Fulla bol nositelom vyznamenia Za vynikajlcu pracu,
dvojnasobny laureat Statnej ceny, nositel Ceny Frana Kréla a drzitel Cestného diplomu
H.CH. Andersena. Autora povaiujeme za klasika slovenske] rozpravkovej ilustracie. Jeho
ilustrécie maju dve vyrazné polohy - prezentujl sa cyklom farebnych kompozicii a cyklom
perokresieb na neutralnej okrovej podtiadi. Zatial o perovky sa vyznatujl vnitornou
dynamikou , krehkostou a zéroven i Stylizaciou figurok do grotesknej roviny, syto farebne
ilustrécie sl charakteristické plognostou obrazu a strnulou statikou, ktora navodzuje dojem
vjrezu divadelnej scény tzv. kukatka® a vskutku si ordmovangé oponou, alebo vyzdobeng
kvetinovou ,bordirou” zvacaa ruzi. Tieto tendencie sa objavili u L. Fullu uz v malbe a neskér
ich uplatfioval v ilustraciach. V! nich dosahuje isty druh uvalnenosti, postradat’ zavislost' od
reality a priblizujli sa efektu dekorativnosti. Qriginalita jeho ilustracii je vo finalnom tvare
symbi6zou slovesnych , vytvarnych i hudobnych podnetov, obsishnutych v ludavej tradicii.
Nérodny umelec Ludovit Fulla zomrel 21.4. 1980 v Bratislave.

Viyber z tvorby - J. Bodenek : Ivkova bigla mat /1950/, B. Némcova: Sof pad zlato /
1952/, P. Dobsinsky: Slovenskeé rozpravky | /1953/, M.Rézusové-Martékova: Zlata
podkova, zlaté pero, zlaly vias /1854/, M. Rézusova-Martakova ; Na veselej posiedke
/1956/, Janko Hrasko a iné rozpréavky /1957/, Janko Hrasko /1963/, P. Dobsinsky:
TrojruZa /1963, rozsirené vydanie 1973/, P. Dobsinsky: O velernom kréfovi / 1865/,
Varila MySicka kasicku /1965/, P. Dobsinsky : Slovenské rozpravky Il /19704, Okamihy
f1972/ L. Fulla : defom /1974/

Z knihy Slovenské rozpravky, Zlata priadka : , Ak uhddnes maje meno, nechcem fa,
ale ak ho neuhadnes , vezmem ta.”

Barbara Brathova
kunsthistoricka
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