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THREE FROM ONE NEST

Do you know it: one nest /just a little bigger than the others/. And in there?!
Three ambitious eggs /little bit more venturesome than the others/. Just from
those were born imaginary / if you want also poetically/ three Slovak illustrators
— Maja, Mariana and Eugen. Without having feeling in that moment where they
will be taken by their Slovak wings / and Slovak conditions of that time/. And as
it happens, they flied away to the world as birds, one to Italy, other to Germany
and the third any little bit farther to Switzerland. All three grew, lived and live,
created and create in new environment where they have found new home - new
nest; each of them separately. So, that after years of life in the world /also in
illustrator world/ all three of them could find and meet themselves again in
“their” original nest in Slovakia. We are glad to have them here at least for a
while to show what they have learned in the world, what they brought there and
also what they bring from there. Not only to pride themselves on their creation
and arts but also to enable us to pride on them. Here they are. So let’s welcome
them at home. They are ours!

MAJA DUSIKOVA was born on August 30, 1946 in Pieitany. During years 1961-1965 she
studied at High School of Applied Industrial Arts in Bratislava. After the graduation she
studied at University of Fine Arts under command of Prof. Albin Brunovsky and Prof
Vincent HloZnik at the section of free graphics and book illustration. She graduated in 1973.
In 1982 she left with her husband and three children for Italy where she obtained political
asylum. From that time she live in Italy in Florence.

The author is devoted to graphic, illustration and marionettes creation. In the graphic creation
she prefers technique of etching and dry-point. Her graphic lists are in the collections of
galleries in Slovakia, USA, Italy and Denmark.

From the perspective of her illustration creation she published her first book in 1974 at
publisher Mladé leta. Since that time she illustrated about 50 books for children and adults at
different publishers in Slovakia, Italy, Switzerland and France. Her illustrations were
presented at many collective and individual exhibitions in former Czechoslovakia, Italy, Japan
and Slovakia and in other countries. She got also many awards — Fantasy Award in Bari
/1997/, UNICEF Award in Geneva /1998/, The best children book in USA /1999/, Prix
Chronos in Paris /1999/.

Ilustrations of Maja Dusikova have tender atmosphere. She uses preferably technique of
water-colour that provide creations tenderness and transparency as well as noticeable lyric
poetics. Cold blue colour is in the contrast with shiny strong yellow tones that in certain
manner bound the scene and stresses the intimity of the situation. Her figures have
unbelievable, ephemeral tenderness and congenial look. Variety of colours moves the scene
and look of the illustration to the phenomenal “likeness”. Despite of this notion the
illustrations keep their typical spirit of ethereal airiness, tenderness, serenity and harmony.



MARIANA FEDOROVA was born in Prefov in 1954. She studied at State academy of Fine
Arts in Stuttgart in the field of painting, history of arts and art science. During 1984-90 she
studied Indology under supervision of Prof. Wilhelm at the University of Ludwig-Maximilian
in Munich. Already in 1969, 15 years old she moved with her parents from the political
reasons to Germany. In 1990 she again put her mind to art creation. Today she lives and
creates in Switzerland. She presented her illustrations at the collective and individual
exhibitions in Germany, Slovakia and Bombay.

Mariana Fedorova, who was originally anxious and who thought to become a poetess and
authoress, today she brings her fabulousness of poetry into the creative expression. However
she writes stories and poems by herself /she even read them to the children and adults/, her
soul is knitted as a lace into the ornamental patterns of exclusively decorative character of
illustrations where she uses mainly technique of water-colour, as well as mixed technique.
The abstraction involved by rich and shining colourity mostly of blue and green /but also of
contra sty red/ tones show mysteriousness, magic of fantasy world, fairly patterned lines and
rhythm of some inner “rhyme” of author in her creations that is characterised by the
phenomenon of dream and hereby provides special space for the percipient fantasy.



EUGEN SOPKQ was born in 1949 in Brno and later he lived in Bratislava. In 1968 he
graduated from the University of Fine arts in Bratislava under command of Prof. Filo. Just
after the absolutory he worked as creative artist in Czechoslovak Television. In 1969 he
moved to Germany where he works as painter and graphic. Since year 1980 he graduated
from the Academy of Fine Arts in Munich under the command of Prof. Sauerbruch. Since
1980 he acts as the painter and illustrator in free business. During years he was interested in
many different techniques — drawing, water-colour, tempera, oil, pastel, graphite, gouache and
combined techniques. Since 1975 he devoted his work thematically to the paysage where he
developed combined technique on the base of oil pastels. Later he used this technique also in
the illustrations that he publishes since 1980 in different world publishing houses and his
books were translated into many languages. He exhibits his illustration creation consisting of
about 20 books at many collective and individual exhibitions in Germany, Switzerland, Italy,
USA, Belgium, Japan, Slovakia and in many other countries. The author participates at many
international competitions and exhibitions of the illustrations and many prizes were awarded
to him, e.g. Award for the illustrated book in Troisdorf /1983/, Children book of the year in
USA /1985/, Award of children jury in Netherlands /1998/ and others.

In the illustrations of Eugen Sopko there is an evident, even rational, accent on the technique
that has its special structure and passes sophisticated process of the evolution. The diapason of
the colours used by the author is wide; deep blue tones are changed by calm and elegant
ocherous and yellow shades, often also vibrating scheme of the pink nuances. The
composition of the illustrations is equilibrated and lets vibrate funny look of the individual
figures, mostly of zoo-morph origin. The phenomenon of the humour relieves on the figures
that have their gamesome character. Their spirit and consequential acting and emotional
metamorphosis are visible in the adequately pleasant environment created by the author.
Despite his, even realistic, humanity his illustrations do not loose their fantasy and modestly
call attention to the eternal moment of skittishness and indispensable optimistic esprit.

BARBARA BRATHOVA
Scholar of fine arts
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TRAJA Z JEDNEHO HNIEZDA

Pozndte to : jedno hniezdo /iba o Cosi vdcSie ako tie ostatné/. A v fiom ?! Tri
ambiciozne vajicka /trochu podnikavejSie ako tie ostatné/. Prdve znich sa
imagindrne /ak chcete i poeticky/ narodili traja slovenski ilustratori - Maja,
Mariana a Eugen. Bez toho, aby vtej chvili ¢o len tusili, kam ich slovenské
kridla /i vtedajSie slovenské pomery/ odnesi a povedu. A ako to uZ byva,
rozleteli sa do sveta sta vtdcatd, jedno do Talianska, druhé do Nemecka a tretie
eSte o kusok dalej do Svajciarska. Vetky tri rdstli , Zili a Ziji , tvorili a tvoria
v novom prostredi, v ktorom si nasli novy domov — nové hniezdo. Kazdé zvlast,
kazdé samostatne. Aby sa po rokoch vo svete /i tom ilustratorskom/ vsetky tri
spolu nasli a stretli opdt' v tom ,,svojom * povodnom hniezde na Slovensku. Sme
radi, Ze prisli aspori na chvilu ukdzat, ¢o sa vo svete naucili, o do neho odniesli
I ¢o z neho prindsaju. Nielen, aby sa pochvastali svojou tvorbou a umenim, ale
aby sme sa nimi mohli chvdlit zase my. Tu su. Tak ich privitajme u nds doma.
Ved' su nasi |

MAJA DUSIKOVA sa narodila 30. augusta 1946 v Pieitanoch. V rokoch 1961-1965
Studovala na Strednej Skole umeleckého priemyslu v Bratislave. Po jej ukonceni Studovala na
Vysokej Skole vytvarnych umeni u prof. Albina Brunovského a u prof. Vincenta Hloznika na
oddeleni volnej grafiky a kniznej ilustracie, ktora absolvovala vroku 1973. 'V roku 1982
s manzelom a tromi det'mi vycestovala do Talianska, kde jej bol udeleny politicky azyl. Od
toho roku Zije a pracuje v Taliansku vo Florencii.

Autorka sa venuje tvorbe grafickej, ilustraénej 1 babkarskej. V grafickej tvorbe prevazuje
technika leptu a suchej ihly. Jej grafické listy sa nachadzaju v zbierkach galérii na Slovensku,
USA, Taliansku, Dansku.

Z pohladu ilustranej tvorby svoju prvii knihu publikovala v roku 1974 vo vydavatel'stve
Mladé leta. Odvtedy ilustrovala priblizne 50 knih pre deti a dospelych vréznych
vydavatel'stvach na Slovensku, v Taliansku, vo Svajéiarsku a Franczsku. Svoju ilustradna
tvorbu prezentovala na mnohych kolektivnych i samostatnych vystavach v byvalom
Ceskoslovensku, Taliansku , Japonsku, Slovensku i inych krajinich. Rovnako ziskala
ocenenia — cenu Fantasia v Bari /1997/, cenu UNICEF v Zeneve /1998/, Najlepsiu detsku
knihu v USA /1999/, Prix Chronos v Parizi /1999/.

[lustracie Maji Dusikovej maji svoju krehku atmosféru. PouzZiva prevazne techniku akvarelu,
ktora dodava dielam nehu a transparentnost’ i zjavnt lyricka poetiku. Chladny modry kolor
kontrastuje s preziarenymi vyraznymi zltymi tonmi, ktoré vyjav do istej mieri ohraniCuju a
zdOrazfiuja v flom intimitu situacie. Jej postavicky maju neuveritelnd, az akusi efemérnu
jemnost’ a sympaticky vyraz. Farebnost postiva vyjavy i vyraz ilustricie do fenomenalnej
»pacCivosti“. Napriek tomuto dojmu si ilustracie zachovavaju typicki naladu éterickej
vzdusSnosti, 'ahkosti, pokoja a harmonie.



MARIANA FEDOROVA sa narodila v PreSove vroku 1954. Studovala v rokoch
1973-78 na Statnej akadémii vytvarnych umeni v v Stuttgarte a na Univerzite
v Stuttgarte v oblasti mal’by, histérie umenia a vedy o umeni. V rokoch 1984-90
Studovala Indologiu u prof. Wilhelma na Univerzite Ludwiga-Maximiliana
v Mnichove. Uz vroku 1969 sa ako pitnastrocna prestahovala so svojimi
rodi¢mi z politickych dévodov do Nemecka. V roku 1990 sa opat’ intenzivnejsie
zadala venovat’ vytvarnej tvorbe. Dnes Zije a tvori vo Svajéiarsku. Iustraént
tvorbu prezentovala na kolektivnych i samostatnych vystavach v Nemecku, na
Slovensku a Bombay

Mariana Fedorovd, ktord pOvodne taZila a uvazovala sa stat’ poetkou a
spisovatel’kou, dnes vnasa svoju rozpravkovost’ poézie do vytvarného prejavu.
Hoci si piSe pribehy a basne sama /dokonca ich aj defom a dospelym
predCitava/, jej dusa je vpletend ako Cipka do ornamentalnych vzorov vysostne
dekorativneho charakteru ilustrdcii, v ktorych pouZiva prevaZne techniku
akvarelu, ako aj mieSané techniky. Abstraktnost, umocnens sytou a vyraznou
farebnost'ou predovietkym modrych a zelenych /ale aj kontrastne Servenych/
tonov odhal'uje v jej dielach tajomnost, magiu rozpravkového sveta, neZne
kopirujuceho liniu a rytmus akéhosi vnutomého ,rymu® autorky, ktory je
charakterizovany fenoménom sna a zdroveil poskytuje mimoriadny priestor pre
percipietovu fantaziu.



EUGEN SOPKO sa narodil vBrne vroku 1949, neskdr zil v Bratislave. V roku 1968
absolvoval na Vysokej Skole vytvarnych umeni v Bratislave u prof. Filu. Bezprostredne po
absolutériu pracoval ako vytvarny umelec v Ceskoslovenskej televizii . V roku 1969 sa
prestahoval do Nemecka , kde tvori ako maliar a grafik. Vroku 1980 absolvoval
Akadémiu vytvarnych umeni v Mnichove u prof. Sauerbrucha. Od roku 1980 pdsobi ako
maliar a ilustrator v slobodnom povolani . So svojou manzelkou a synom Zije v Mnichove.
V priebehu rokov sa zaoberal mnohymi technikami -  kresbou, akvarelom, temperou,
olejom, pastelom, sgrafitom , gvaSom a kombinovanymi technikami. Od roku 1975 sa
tematicky venoval krajinomalbe, v ktorej rozvijal kombinovanu techniku na baze olejovych
pastelov. Tuto techniku neskdr pouZival aj v ilustraciach, ktoré od roku 1980 vydava
v roznych svetovych vydavatel'stvich a jeho knihy boli prelozené do niekolkych jazykov.
Ilustra&nid tvorbu priblizne z 20-tich knih vystavuje na mnohych kolektivnych 1 samostatnych
vystavach v Nemecku, évajéiarsku, Taliansku, USA, Belgicku, Japonsku , Slovensku a
d’alSich krajinach. Autor sa zaCastiuje mnohych medzinarodnych sutazi a prehliadok
ilustradnej tvorby a za svoju tvorbu ziskal niekolko oceneni, ako Cenu za obrazkovi knihu
v Troisdorfe /1983/ , Detsku knihu roka v USA /1985/, cenu Detskej poroty v Holandsku
/1998/ a d'alsie.

V ilustraciach Eugena Sopku je evidentny | az racionalny, déraz na techniku, ktord ma svoju
osobitu Struktiru a prechadza domysel'nym vyvojovym procesom. Diapazon farieb je u
autora §iroky, hlboké modré tony striedaji: pokojné a elegantné okrové a zlté odtiene, Casto sa
objavuje i vibrujuca $kéla ruzovych nuansov. llustracie st kompoziCne vyvazené a nechavaju
zarezonovat vtipné vyrazy jednotlivych postaviCiek, prevazne zoomorfného pOvodu.
Fenomén humoru sa odraZa vo figiurkach, ktoré maju svoj hravy charakter, ich povaha a z nej
plynice konania i citové metamorfozy su v autorom vytvorenom adekvatne prijemnom
prostredi zjavné. Napriek svojej az realistickej Tudskosti, nestrdcaju ilustracie na
rozpravkovosti a nevtieravo upozorfiuju na vedny moment hravosti a nevyhnutny
optimisticky esprit.

BARBARA BRATHOVA
kunsthistoricka
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